NATIONALISM,   1914-1920
Shi'is of the Holy Cities and of the tribes of the Euphrates
Valley maintain, in substantiation of their claims to a greater
share in the Government of'Iraq,1 that it was they who brought
about the Insurrection of 1920 and, therefore, brought inde-
pendence to Iraq. It was also doubtful for a time whether the
Movement would degenerate into a localized Jihad, such as
actually occurred in the Muntafiq in 1920, or whether it would
pave the way for the creation of an Arab state under a Hashiml
ruler as the political leaders desired.
To the tribes, as the most powerful single weapon at their
disposal, the Nationalist leaders paid particular attention,
although they, as townsmen, normally feared the tribesmen as
much as they professed to despise them as uncivilized. The
tribes, north of Najaf, along the Euphrates and in the Jazira,
being more accessible to Damascus and Aleppo, were susceptible
to Sharifian propaganda emanating from those centres. Among
the tribes of the Middle and Lower Euphrates, predominantly
Sha'a, the Nationalists from the Holy Cities and Baghdad
found the most fertile ground for their politico-religious pro-
paganda, although the Ban! Tamim, the cAzza and other
tribes between Baghdad and Ba'quba were not unaffected.
Normally inter-tribal and inter-sectional politics dictate
tribal attitude and behaviour. Concerted action among the
tribes becomes possible only when they are moved by an idea
or motive transcending their local and sectional interests, a rare
occurrence. The 'Iraq tribes had not been untouched by pre-
war National aspirations, which had5 in fact, accentuated
tribal antipathy to the Turks,2 but a feeling of national con-
sciousness had never taken firm hold among them or become a
compelling motive of action. It is unlikely that Nationalist
propaganda spread by Sharifian agents or from ShI6a centres
would have taken root in tribal minds had it not been for the
1 As in the tribal risings of the spring of 1935.  See an illuminating article,
MacDonald, A. D., jf. R. C. Asian Soc., Vol. xxm (1936), Pt. i, pp. 37 ft
2 Note on Tribes for General Staff, p. 3.
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